
Advent III December 14th, 2025 
St. Andrew’s Church, Indian Harbour 

Lighting of Advent III Candles 
 
Music CP #118 O, Come All Ye Faithful 
 
Call to Worship  

In the beginning 
Before time, before people, 

 Before the world began. 
  GOD WAS. 
 Here and now 
 Among us, beside us, 
 Enlisting the people of earth 
 For the purposes of heaven. 
  GOD IS. 
 In the future, 
 When we have turned to dust 
 And all we know has found its fulfillment, 
  GOD WILL BE. 
 Not denying the world, but delighting in it, 
 Not condemning the world, but redeeming it, 
 Through Jesus Christ, 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  GOD WAS. 
  GOD IS. 
  GOD WILL BE. 
 
Lighting of Trinity Candles 
 I will light a light in the name of the Maker, 
 Who lit the world and breathed the breath of life for us. 
 
 I will light a light in the name of the Son, 
 Who saved the world and stretched out his hand to us. 
 
 I will light a light in the name of the Spirit, 
 Who encompasses the world and blesses our souls with 
yearning. 
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 We will light three lights  
 For the Trinity of love. 

God above us, God beside us, God beneath us; 
The Beginning, the End, the Everlasting One.  

 
Music CP #379 Rejoice, The Lord is King 
 
Let us Pray 
In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer, the orphaned find a 
parent, the fearful find a friend. 
In you, the wounded find a healer, the penitent find a pardoner, the 
burdened find a counsellor. 
In you, the miserly find a beggar, the despondent find a laughter-maker, 
the legalists find a rule-breaker. 
In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our Maker, and our match. 
And if some need to say, “Help me” 
and if some need to say “Save me” 
and if some need to say “Hold me” 
and if some need to say, “Forgive me” 
then let these be said now – in confidence – by us. 
 
Silent personal prayer 
 
O Christ, in whose heart is both welcome and warning, say to us, do 
to us, reveal within us the things that will make us whole, and we will 
wait; and we will praise you.  Amen. 
 
Word of God 

James 5:7-10 
Music CP #362 Tell Out My Soul 
Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11 
Reflection 

 
Music CP #88 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. Je descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of Sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
Offering Music CP #145 Good King Wenceslas 
Prayer: God of hope, renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us 
a living sacrifice to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Alongside Hope 
 
Prayers of the People 
 Today, we remember in our prayers those who have asked us to 
pray for them: Kathy, Amanda, Katie, Jennifer; Ian, Rev. Tom, Frances & 
Joseph, Margaret, Merri-Lee, Tom and Susan. We pray for those in 
nursing homes – Lillian, Laura, Josie & Kenny. 
 O Christ our Lord, as in times past not all the sick and suffering 
found their way to your side, but had to have their hands taken, or their 
bodies carried, or their names mentioned. So we, confident of your 
goodness, bring others to you. 
 As in times past, you looked at the faith of friends and let peace 
and healing be known. Look on our faith, even our little faith 
 and let your Kingdom come.  
 We have shared with you those we have asked for prayer: who 
are remembered more for their distress than their potential; who at night 
cry, “I wish it were morning”; and in the morning cry, “I wish it were 
night.” Lord Jesus Christ, lover of all, 
 bring healing, bring peace. 
 

We acknowledge before you those whose problem is 
psychological; those haunted by the nightmares of their past or the 
specters of their future; those whose minds are shackled to neuroses, 
depression, or fears, who do not know what is wrong or what to pray. 
Lord Jesus, lover of all, 

bring healing, bring peace. 
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We acknowledge those in whose experience light has turned to 
darkness, as the end of a life or the breaking of a relationship leaves 
them stunned in their souls and silent in their conversation, not knowing 
where to turn or to whom to turn to or whether life has a purpose 
anymore. Lord Jesus, lover of all, 

bring healing, bring peace. 
 
We acknowledge that there are others in our midst whose 

troubles we do not know or whose names we would not say aloud, we 
mention them now in the silence which you understand. Lord Jesus, 
lover of all, 

bring healing, bring peace.  
 
Lord God, you alone are skilled to know the cure for every 

sickness and every soul. If, by our lives, your grace may be known, then 
in us, through us, and, if need be, despite us. Lord Jesus, lover of all, 

let your Kingdom come.  
  
 On all who tend the sick, counsel the distressed, sit with the 
dying, or advance medical research, we ask your blessing, that in caring 
for your people they may meet and serve their Lord. Lord Jesus, lover of 
all, 
 let your Kingdom come. 
 
 For those, in this land, who administer the agencies of health 
and welfare, we ask your guidance that in all they do human worth may 
be valued, and the service of human need by fully resourced. Lord Jesus, 
lover of all, 
 let your Kingdom come.  
 
 For the nations of the world, especially where there is warfare 
which causes hunger and starvation, homelessness, medical need, may 
these leaders see the devastation they are causing and bring peace into 
their lands. Lord Jesus, lover of all, 
 bring healing, bring peace.  
 
 All this we ask in the name of him whose flesh and blood, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, have made all God’s children special. Amen. 
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Collect: Merciful God, may this time of worshipping you free us from 
our sins, fill us with unending joy, and prepare us for the birthday of 
our Saviour. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is Lord now 
and forever. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
  
Music The Friendly Beasts 
 
Closing Responses 
For all that God can do within us, 
For all that God can do without us, 
 Thanks be to God. 
For all in whom God lived before us, 
For all in whom Christ lives beside us, 
 Thanks be to God. 
For all the Spirit wants to bring us, 
For where the Spirit wants to send us, 
 Thanks be to God. 
Listen, Christ has promised to be with us in the world as in our worship. 
 Amen. We go to serve him.  
 
Blessing 
 
Music CP #154 Joy to the World 
 
Resources used:  
A Wee Worship Book, Anglican Book of Alternative Services, Anglican 
Book of Occasional Services 
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The Friendly Beasts 
 

Jesus our brother, kind and good, 
Was humbly born in a stable rude, 

And the friendly beasts around him stood, 
Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

 
“I”, said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 
“I carried his mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town.” 
“I”, said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

 
“I”, said the cow, all white and red, 

“I gave him my manger for a bed; 
I gave him my hay to pillow his head. 
“I”, said the cow, all white and red. 

 
“I”, said the sheep with curly horn, 

“I gave him my wool for his blanket warm; 
He wore my coat on Christmas morn. 

“I”, said the sheep with curly horn. 
 

“I”, said the dove from the rafters high, 
“Cooed him to sleep that he should not cry; 

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I.” 
“I”, said the dove from the rafters high. 

 
“I”, said the camel, yellow and black, 

“Over the desert, upon my back, 
I brought him a gift in the Wise Men’s pack.” 

“I”, said the camel, yellow and black. 
 

Thus every beast by some good spell, 
In the stable dark was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Emmanuel, 
The gift he gave Emmanuel. 
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