
 Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 

3 A voice of one calling: 

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the LORD[a]; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

“‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep 

and look after them.  As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he 

is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the 

places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  I will 

bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I 

will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of 

Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in 

a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a 

rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I myself will tend my sheep and 

have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.  I will search for the lost 

and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the 

weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock 

with justice. 
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