By the manifestation of your radiant glory to the shepherds and magi,
hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.
By the submission of the Maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of
Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.
By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.

Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our
Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace. Amen.

Collect: AlImighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully
restored our human nature. May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus
Christ, who humbled himself to share our humanity, and now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Dismissal
May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and

brighten our hearts with holiness, this day and forever more. ~ Amen

Joy to the World -- #2

Opening: O Come, All Ye Faithful - #13 — First three verses

Greeting
Sisters and brothers in Christ, in this season of Christmas when we celebrate
the birth of Jesus, let it be our delight to hear once more the message of the
angels and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to see the Son of God lying in
a manger.

As we hear the reading of God’s Holy Word, let us
- find new hope in the promise that God is with us;
- join with Mary, the favoured one, and offer ourselves to God’s holy work in
the world;
- raise our voices with the messenger who announces good news of great
joy to all people; and
- give thanks to the one whose power has offered us the gift of becoming
the children of God.
As we mark once again the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us join with
the song of angels and saints, and make this place ring with our carols and
hymns of praise.

Now, let us share in the Prayers of the People.
Let us remember the poverty of the birth of the Prince of Peace, and pray
for the poor, the cold, the hungry, and those among us who find that there is
no room for them at the inn.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us remember the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt, and pray for the
homeless and unhoused, the hungry, the oppressed, refugees, the isolated,
and those who live on the edges of society.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us remember that the Lord of Glory experienced the pain of life and
death, and pray for the sick, anxious, weary, and bereaved, especially
remembering.....

Lord, hear our prayer.
And remembering the promise that he shall reign for ever and ever, let us
pray for the rulers of the nations, for peace and justice on earth, for the
unity and mission of the Church, that we may be a sign that God’s rule on
earth has already begun.

Lord, hear our prayer.
With joy in our hearts, let us again hear the story of Mary and Joseph, of the
shepherds, and of all our forebears in faith in offering our worship.

Lord, hear our prayer.



Lord God, we bring all this before you in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Lessons

Reading 1: Isaiah 40:1-11

Prayer: God of freedom give the strength of hope to those who suffer
oppression in body, mind, or human dignity. Let them hear the vanguard of
your coming grace, and give them the wholeness you intend for all your
children. We ask this in the name of your servant, Jesus Christ the sign of
your presence and the pioneer of our salvation, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Angels We Have Heard on High -- #14 - First three verses

Reading 2: Luke 1: 5-25

Prayer: Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare
your people to welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and
stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when
the Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence
before his glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem -- #4 — First three verses

Reading 3: Luke 1: 26-38

Prayer: Almighty God, who looked with favour on your servant Mary, and
called her to be the mother of your Son, pour your grace into our hearts,
and nurture in us the humility and gentleness that found favour in your
sight, that with her we may proclaim the greatness of your name and find
the mercy you show to your people, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Hark the Herald Angels Sing -- 6

Canticle 18b BAS p 86-87

What Child is This? -- #8

Reading 4: Luke 1: 57-80

Prayer: Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the
coming of your Son and to prepare his way. Give your people wisdom to
see your purpose, and openness to hear

your will, that we too may witness to Christ’s coming and so prepare his
way. May you open our hearts to your Son each day. In his name. Amen.

Away in a Manger -- #12

Reading 5: Luke 2: 21-35

Prayer: Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your
Incarnate Word. May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Noel -- #5 — First four verses

Reading 6: John 1:1-18

Prayer: Eternal Wisdom, creating, ordering, and saving, we give thanks that
we have seen you in the selfless love of Jesus Christ. Now reign within our
minds and hearts, and mobilize our wills, that by your power and through
your hands this world may be re-made to be the garden and the city of
your glory. We ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silent Night -- #3

Prayer: God of light, in the birth of your Son we see your glory. May we
who share in this mystery grow daily in your love. This we ask in the name
of Jesus Christ of Lord. Amen.

Incarnation Litany
In joy and humility let us pray to the Creator of the universe, saying, “Lord,
grant us peace.”
Lord, grant us peace.
By the Good News of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O
Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.
By the birth in time of your Son, hear us, O Lord.



